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Dodd Calls for Senate Study on N icaragua

A cn e Brees

The Reagan administration is “hreak-
ing the law"” by supporting paramilitary
vroups against Nicaragua. and the Senate
shouid meet in secret to study the alleged
vivlations, Sen. Christopher J. Dodd (D-
Conn.) said yesterday.

“The events of Central America are
reaching the point where T think it be-
comes extremely important that we have
that kind of a session for the entire Sen-
ate so we can find out exactly what our
government is doing, who we are support-
me. how far we intend to go.” he said.

Alregations have surfaced in recemt
weeks that forces tighting the lettist gov-
ernment of Nicaragua have been aided
largely by the United States. Congress
has banned U.S. financing for any effort
16 tupple the Sandinista government. by
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torce. The Reagan administration. ques-
tioned for weeks ubout .the allegations.
has said nothing to discourage specula-
tion that it ic behind the insurgeney.

But State Department  spokesman
Alan Romberg has said any administra-
tion activity in Central America is legal.

_ Dodd. a member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, also charged that
the administration is emphasizing mili-
tary solutions in Central America und
that is creating tensions the administra-

tion may some day use to justify sending -

U.S. troops.

In an interview on “Face the Nation”
(CBS. WDVM), he said Congress prob-
ably would not support any commitment
of U.S. military forces to Central Amer-
ica.

“The administration, [ think, wouid

probubly then trv to create a seenavin
where we had to intervene militarily.
using US. forees because an ally was
under attack,” he said. “That’s exactlv
the kind of scenario that becomes more
feasible. more likely, with the pursuance
of the current administration policy.
We're going to intlame that entire re-
gion.”

Asked whether the Reagan adminis-
tration was deliberately putting the Unit-
ed States in a position where it would
send troops. Dodd said. “I think thev're
certainly. indirectly creating that situa-
tion.” . ‘ )

Instead of using force. Dodd said. the
United States should work to solve the
social, economic and political problems
that he said cause much of the unrest in
Central America.




